
February 8, 2010

News:

105th Annual SUMA Convention a great success!

With nearly 1000 delegates in attendance, the 105th Annual SUMA convention was very successful.  From an engaging plenary speech from Gavin Semple, Brandt CEO, through to the concluding Cabinet Bear pit session, convention proved interesting and informative for delegates.  PowerPoint presentations from the education, plenary, and breakout sessions will be available on the SUMA website in the coming weeks.
SUMA wishes to offer a special thanks to all of the presenters and speakers who participated in convention.  In particular, thanks to Premier Brad Wall, Minister Jeremy Harrison, and the other members of the Provincial Cabinet.
SUMA Election 2010 Results
At the convention, delegates elected executive members to serve on the SUMA board for the next three years.  The following were the results:
· President: Mayor Allan Earle, Dalmeny
· Vice-President of Cities: Councillor Fred Clipsham, Regina
· Vice-President of Towns: Mayor Rolly Zimmer, Tisdale
· Vice-President of Villages/Resort Villages/Northern Municipalities: Mayor Barry Gunther, Sun Valley
In addition to the election of executive members, the Northern Region held an election for its Director.  Congratulations to Mayor Bruce Fidler of Creighton, for his successful election.

Four Year Terms are on the Way
During his address to delegates at convention, Municipal Affairs Minister Jeremy Harrison announced that the Government of Saskatchewan will introduce legislation to change urban municipal electoral terms to four years in length.  This change would take effect following the municipal elections scheduled for 2012.  SUMA is supportive of this change.  For more information on this change, click here and here. 

Thank you for your Service!

On behalf of SUMA’s 540 member municipalities, the SUMA Board of Directors, and SUMA staff, best wishes and thanks are extended to departing board members.  So a big thanks to Mayor Renaud Bissonnette, Willow Bunch, and Mayor Bobby Woods, Buffalo Narrows.  We appreciate your faithful and dedicated service.  We wish you all the best in the future as you continue to serve your communities. 

MLDP registration deadline approaches – No later than February 8, 2010
The Municipal Leadership Development Program’s March 8th modules are fast approaching. Don’t miss out!  For registration, please contact 306-761-3725 or tedwards@sarm.ca. For more information on the MLDP, please click here.
Government of Canada reaches Agreement to Exempt Canadian Companies from “Buy American” Trade Restrictions
FCM applauds the Government of Canada for reaching an agreement in principle to exempt Canadian companies from “Buy American” trade restrictions.  This is a powerful reminder that all three orders of government must work together for Canada to meets its domestic and foreign economic challenges.  The details of this agreement and the speed of its implementation have not yet been disclosed.
SUMA joins FCM's call on municipalities to assist in reconstruction efforts in Haiti

SUMA and FCM continue to encourage municipalities across Canada to donate to established relief organizations and to report their contribution to FCM by sending an email. Furthermore, FCM has opened a special section of its recruitment website for municipalities who wish to offer technical assistance toward the rebuilding of Haiti. Interested municipalities should register here. For more information on FCM Members’ Advisory, please click here.
Saskatchewan Municipal Awards – Deadline March 19, 2010
The deadline to submit nominations to the 2010 Saskatchewan Municipal Awards (SMAs) program is March 19, 2010.  The SMAs provide you an opportunity to showcase your community and its successes.  For information on the program, visit its website here.
Have Rail Issues?  FCM can help
FCM is part of a joint initiative with the Railway Association of Canada looking at all aspects of rail proximity issues in communities.  This joint initiative looks at issues including whistle cessation programs, crossing programs, and dispute resolution models.  First contact on rail issues or problems should be with the railway company.  Contact information, and other related proximity issues, is located on the joint initiative website here.
Celebrate Canada 2010! – Deadline February 28, 2010

Canadian Heritage is pleased to announce the official launch of the 2010 Funding Application Form. For more information on the program, please visit Canadian Heritage. To apply for funding, please click here.

CMHC Housing Awards 

In 2010, CMHC will present up to 16 awards to honour private sector-led Best Practices in Affordable Housing. Don't miss this unique opportunity to showcase your initiative! Applications must be received at CMHC's National Office by 5:00 p.m. local Ottawa time, April 16, 2010. To learn more, please click here. 

Upcoming Events:
Media Relations Training 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

Cossack Room, Ramada Inn

Regina, Saskatchewan

Benchmark Public Relations is offering training on Strategic Communications Planning (9am to noon) and Making the Most of Your Media Interviews (1pm to 4:30pm) on February 16, 2010. For more information, please click here.  

MCDP – Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities

March 11 – 12, 2010

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  

The Municipal Development Capacity Program, jointly with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs – Community Planning Branch, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation invite you to participate in a Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities.  For more information, please contact Dana at 761-3737 or email her at dschmalz@sarm.ca 

For more events, visit the SUMA events calendar
Careers:

· Town of Morinville seeks Engineering Technologist - Expires: February 19, 2010

· Rural Municipality of Lakeland # 521: Administrator - Expires: February 26, 2010

· Town of Vegreville: Public Works and Utilities Manager – Expires: Open until filled

